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Rome’s Challenge to Protestants:
“Why Don’t You Keep Holy the Sabbath Day?”

am going o propose a very plain and seri
I s question. o those wha Follow the Bibly

ane the Bibie only” to give their inost ear
acst ateotioe. 10is thiss Why de you not keep
oty the Subbath Day?

“The command of Almighty God stands
clearly watten i the Bible in these words: “Re
memberthe Sabbath day, to beepithoty Sicduys
shalr thua akor, aed do all iy work: buk the sev-
enth day i the Sabbuth of the Lord thy God.in it
thou shalt not do any work.” Exodus 20810,

“You will answer me_ pechaps . thal you
do keepthe Sabbath: for that yao abstin “rom
al. worlely business and diligendy go ro church
and say your prayers. and read vour Bible at
haome every Sunday of your Lives,

“But Surday is net the Sabbata day. Sun-
day is the fist day of the week: the Suthath day
is the seventh day of the week. Almighty Goc
did ney give a commindment thal mea shoulc
keep holy one day in seven: but He numed Elis
osn diy. and said distinetiy: Thou shalr keep
huls the severth Jay™ s and He assizned a rea-
son for choosing iy day rather than ans
otfier—a reason which belongs only 1o the sev-

DATELINE SUNDAY Ls

A recent news article that appeared in the Detroit News on July 7, 1998
revealed the pape's sterm calf for Sunday legisiation, The Pope was quoted
as saying that ¢ violator should be “punished as a heretic.” The foliowing are

excerpts from that article.

“In 2 day when computer mudems are never fast encugh and no one
seems lo have enough time for a [ull night's rest, Pope John Paul Il is
issning a stern warning te Catholics thal they should set aside Sunday
for worship—not errands or their free time. *This really is an extraordi-
naiy move,” said Jay McNally, executive direclar of Call to Holiness, a

cith day o tlee week, and cannot be applied o
the test Hesays.“For insix days the Lord mode
heav enand eanth. the sei and all thatintheat is.
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Loed
blessed the Sabbarh iy and haflowed it” Exo-
dus 200 1; Genesis 1.3 Almighty Godordered
that adl men shouhd rest feom heir labor on the
seventh duy. because He 100 had rested on that
dan: He did not rest on Sundey. but on Sutur-
das. On Sunday, which is the fint day of the
week, He bewan the werk of creation: He €id not
nish i [r was o0 Sawrday that He “erded His
work which be hud made: and God tlessed the
seveith day. and sanctified it because that in it
He had rested frara all His work which Gedere-
ated and made.” Genesis 2.2-3,

“Nutling can be mwre plain and casy o
understand tun all this: theze 15 nobody why
attermpts o deny in liis acknowledged by ev-
cisbody that the day whick Almighty Ged ap-
poinied to e kept hoby wes Saturday. not Sun-
cay, Why do vou then keep hoiy the Sunday
and not Saucday!?

“You will tell me that Satwsday ws the
Jewish Sabbath. bui that the Cheistian Sabbaih

his been chanued 1 sendae Chaesend! B
by whem? Wha has autheniie G Clonge ae
eXpresy conumundment of Awighty Gon' !
When Gud has spoken and <ad. “Thew sl
koep holy the seventh day. whoshall dare
sy, CNay, thew muyest werk and doall e
nzr of worldly business on the wrenn -
but thou shalt keep holy the Tist day i i
stead?” This is o most inportas guesties,
which Tkncw nul how yoeu answer

“You are a Protestant. amd sen pro-
fess to go by the Bible and e Bibly oot
and yet. In soimpoctant d e as the ak
servaave of woe day inosoven s the bees
diy. yuu go against che plain eler ol th
Gible. and put another das ia the place ol
that day which the Bible has comrundel.
The command 1 keep hols the aeventhadas
is cne of the Ten Commundnieats: you he-
lieve that the other nine ave sull binding
Who guve you authority I tamper with the
fourth? If you are corsistent with your own
principles. iF you reallv follow the Bible,
and the Bible only you cazht 1o be aale to
producs some porticn of the New Testa-
ment in which this fourth commandment i

expressly altered.”

Escerpts from ~¥Whe Don’t You Keep Hulv the Sabhath
Duy™ pages 315w Tore Clunen Do Salinee
published by the Rumos Catholic Clirch e 1569
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Rome’s Challenge

* Here is Rome’s argument
against Sunday as the
Biblical day of
rest.

Metro Detroit lay group that promotes traditional Catholic teachings.
“This appears to be the strangest words the pope has issued. Period.”
“The pontiff used his weekly address Sunday [rem his window over Law.
St. Peder's Square to urge church members to make time to keep the
Sabbaih holy. And today, the Vatican is expected Lo issue an Apostolic
letter from the pope further stressing the Third Commandment. Apos-

tolic letlers are incorpecated into church rules.

“Sundays have come Lo be ‘felt and lived only as a weekend,’ John
Paul lamended Sunday. *1t (should be) the weekly day in which the church
celebrates the resurrection of Christ. [n obedience to the Third Com-
mandment, Sunday must be sanctified, above zil, by participation in Holy

Mass.’

“[a his letter, the pope goes on tosay a viclator should be ‘punished
25 9 heretic,” said McNally, who read an unofficial English translation of

the letter on a Yatican Welb site.

*...Though the pope'sletler is divected a! Catholics, his concerns

reach beyond the Yatlican and into other religions.”
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* Yet, the Catholic ROME'S
church’s leaders CHALLENGE
are pushing for a T
national Sunday At
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* How will this affect

our nation
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* Everyone should
read  Rome's
Challenge.
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